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The  panorama  of  pine  trees  seen  in  such 
abundance  throughout  the  South  often  pro- 
duces a  false  sense  of  security— a  feeling 
that  in  this  country  we  have  an  inexhaustible 
supply  of  timber. 


However,  according  to  the  1979  Assess- 
ment portion  of  the  Forest  and  Rangeland 
Renewable  Resources  Planning  Act  (RPA), 
the  United  States  faces  a  rising  demand  for 
softwood,  a  demand  which  soon  promises  to 
outstrip  supplies.  Unless  softwood  supplies 
are  increased,  we  can  expect  higher  prices 
for  wood  products,  particularly  in  home 
construction;  increased  dependence  on 
foreign  wood  supplies;  reduced  forest  in- 
dustry employment;  and  increased  use  of 
substitute  materials  such  as  aluminum,  steel 
and  plastics  which  require  more  energy  for 
production  and  cause  more  air  and  water 
pollution. 


As  prices  rise,  harvesting  will  increase, 
with  the  greatest  impact  taking  place  in  the 
South.  This  will  create  the  need  to  reforest 
more  acres  as  they  are  harvested.  However, 
the  present  rate  at  which  softwoods  are  being 
regenerated  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
nation's  growing  demands. 


Year 

Tree  Planting  In  The  South 


We  are  now  reaping  the  benefits  of  tree 
planting  during  the  soil  bank  program  of  the 
late  50's,  but  these  trees  will  not  provide  the 
sustained  supply  of  wood  we  need  for  the 
future.  Trends  indicate  that  over  one-half  of 
the  acres  of  pine  forests  harvested  annually 
are  not  being  adequately  regenerated  to 
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softwoods.  Since  1965,  the  number  of  2-  to 
4-inch  diameter  pines  has  declined;  these 
are  the  trees  that  will  be  needed  for  our  wood 
supplies  in  20  to  30  years.  Decreases  are 
particularly  significant  in  Virginia,  Mississippi, 
and  South  Carolina  (see  chart). 

To  reverse  these  trends,  we  must  look  to 
nonindustrial,  private  forest  (NIPF)  owners 
for  increased  softwood  production.  As  of 
1977,  72  percent  of  the  forest  land  in  the 
United  States  was  privately  owned.  In  1976, 
these  NIPF  lands  produced  29  percent  of  the 
nation's  total  timber  supplies.  To  meet  the 
demands  projected  in  the  RPA  Assessment, 
this  production  must  increase  to  41  percent 
by  2030. 

Research  conducted  in  connection  wfttf^ 
the  1979  RPA  Assessment  shows  that  there 
are  many  opportunities  for  profitable  invest- 
ments in  forest  management.  Such  invest- 
ments could  substantially  increase  timber 
supplies.  The  study  shows  that  more  intensive 
management  could  substantially  increase  net 
annual  timber  growth.  This  growth  will  re- 
quire several  decades  of  work  and  substantial 
capital. 

Encouraging  NIPF  owners  to  accelerate 
pine  reforestation  and  practice  better  man- 
agement of  their  pinelands  presents  a  chal- 
lenge. To  meet  this  challenge,  the  USDA 
Forest  Service,  in  cooperation  with  southern 
state  foresters,  has  prepared  a  Pine  Reforest- 
ation Action  Plan.  The  plan  calls  for: 

•  southern  State  Foresters  to  unite  forestry 
interests  in  their  States  to  deal  with  re- 
forestation problems  and  accelerate  co- 
ordinated public  and  private  reforestation 
programs. 

•  negotiating  public  and  private  reforestation 
goals  and  monitoring  the  progress  of  the 
resulting  work. 

•  developing  and  implementing  new  program 
strategies  to  stimulate  landowner  partici- 
pation. 


•  implementing  and  coordinating  information 
and  education  programs  that  highlight  RPA 
reforestation  findings  and  needs. 

•  training  professional  foresters  and  land- 
owners on  forestry  investments  and  pro- 
viding technology  on  howto  reforest  lands 
in  harmony  with  the  environment. 

•  providing  protection  against  fire,  insects 
and  diseases  to  ensure  pine  timber  survival 
on  NIPF  forest. 


Unless  softwood  supplies  are  increased 
through  reforestation,  the  nineties  could 
bring  higher  prices,  unemployment,  in- 
creased imports  and  wood  substitutes. 


For  more  information  on  how  to  get 

involved,  contact  your  State  Forester, 
Extension  Forester,  or  the  Area  Director, 
Southeastern  Area,  USDA  Forest  Service, 
1720  Peachtree  Road,  Atlanta,  Georgia 
30367. 


